
 This application concerns an opportunity to participate in the Tibetan Translators Degree Program 
at Guna Institute in Bir, India. In order to be accepted, participants must commit to completing the fi ve year 
course of study. This Degree program is designed so that students will become profi cient in all aspects of the 
spoken and written Tibetan language. The primary goal of the program is to develop a group of translators 
to work in the Vairocana Translation Group under Venerable Dzigar Kongtrül Rinpocheʼs guidance. The 
language program will also include extensive study of classical Buddhist texts in the traditional Shedra 
system. Translation skills will be taught throughout the language and textual studies. There will be no 
more than 10 participants per session. The sessions will last for six months a year. There is a possibility of 
establishing a rotation of two sessions per year.  All interested participants must fi ll out an application. 

Application Due Date:  July 9, 2005 (fi rst day of NSS)

Personal Information  (Please print)

Last name __________________________________ First name ______________________________

Address ____________________________________ City, State, Zip Code ______________________

Phone number _______________________________

Email ______________________________________ Birth Date ______________________________

Sangha affi liation ______________________________________________________________________

Family / Emergency Contact Info _________________________________________________________

Education and Language Background
Tibetan Language Study Background (if any)

School _____________________________________ years __________________________________

School ______________________________________ years __________________________________

Other Studies (list all higher education completed)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________



English grammar studies
_____________________________________________________________________________________
     
Native Language _______________________________________________________________________

Other Languages Spoken
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Practice Background

Practice____________________________________ Years__________________________________

Practice____________________________________ Years__________________________________

Statement of feasibility
 An important aspect of acceptance to the Guna Institute involves answering questions concerning 
attendance and livelihood. Applicants will need to provide information below concerning the means by 
which they intend to support themselves during the fi ve year term. Aside from the yearly tuition, the 
cost of  plane travel, visas, and oneʼs means of livelihood in the off-session period, should be taken into 
consideration.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________



Important information 

Location - Guna Institute, Bir, India 

Tentative price $250-$300 per month, total approximately $1500-$1800 for six months (includes 
tuition, room and board)

The fi rst session is set to start January 1, 2006

Daily Schedule (including days off)  - TBA

Statement of Intent
 The task of accurately translating Tibetan texts into other languages is of great importance. 
Establishing translation groups to preserve the teachings is a contribution to oneself and others. Rinpoche s̓ 
vision is that Guna Institute and the Vairocana Translation Group will serve his students and the greater 
Buddhist community for many years to come. Please express your thoughts on the commitment you are 
planning to make as a participant. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Application Due Date:    July 9, 2005 (fi rst day of NSS)
Return Application to:   Casimir Niedzwiedz          Please affi x a  ication to:   Casimir Niedzwiedz          Please affi x a  
    PO Box 4098, Boulder, CO 80306           picture of        PO Box 4098, Boulder, CO 80306           picture of    
    303-817-5113           yourself here.      303-817-5113           yourself here.  
    CasimirNiedz@msn.com


